

“I think of you”: a song for Jacqueline
Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy’s interest in France, the French language and French literature was legendary, during the time she spent in the White House – from 1961 to 1963 – in her capacity as wife of John F. Kennedy, the 35th President of the United States. But this interest of hers was understandable, given her pride in the fact that she had had French ancestors on her father’s side. French literature was a real passion for her. It had been her major field of study during her student years at George Washington University in Washington D.C. and before that, at the Sorbonne, University of Paris. In “Are you a Jackie or a Marilyn?” Pamela Keogh reveals:
	“(Jackie) owned thousands of books...At her place on Martha’s Vineyard, one wall of her bedroom had a floor to ceiling bookcase filled exclusively with French literature.”  
	Given this focus on what was written in French, it is inconceivable that Jacqueline would not have been familiar with the work of one of the major writers of the early 20th century: Marcel Proust. My reason for mentioning this writer in particular will, I hope, become clear in a minute.
	“A la recherche du temps perdu”, a title usually translated as “In remembrance of things past” or as “In search of lost time” is the literary work most likely to come to mind when one hears Proust’s name being mentioned. Published in seven volumes, between 1913 and 1927, it is one of those literary works one “should” read, if - as Jacqueline was - one is a student of French literature. Given the work’s length, not everyone who embarks on the reading task finishes it, though, I have to say. Perhaps, for this reason, it is fortunate that  the key incident in the book, occurs near the beginning. It is an incident that is famously linked with the retrieval of memories of the past and is known as the “madeleine incident.”
	Briefly, Proust , in the first part of “A la recherché du temps perdu,” describes what happens to him, one day, when he drinks a cup of tea into which he has dipped one of those little sponge cakes, known in France as “madeleines”. His senses are aroused by the taste of the madeleine combined 
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with that of the tea. He remembers being given tea and madeleines at his aunt’s house as a child. A trail of memories then begins to unravel. Screeds and screeds of recollections of the past follow.
	I have mentioned this incident because I think most of us can imagine something that, for us, is the equivalent of Proust’s madeleine: some trigger that can open the door to the past very quickly. It could be a taste, a scent, a sight or a sound...Music, of course, as we know, has a tremendous power to take us back in time and for me, and probably for many of you, “I think of you” released by The Merseybeats, late in 1963, has a special potency in this respect. Given the timing of its release – it was released a very short time after the assassination of President Kennedy in Dallas, Texas, on 22nd November, 1963 -  and given the poignancy of the lyrics, combined with the sensitivity of delivery, it seemed to have been a song sung especially for the brave, dignified, but grieving Jacqueline Kennedy. It was a song that seemed to allude to the betrayals and reconciliations, the dramas and the tragedy, of her stylish and glamorous marriage.
	It is now well known that J.F.K. and Jacqueline had had problems to overcome during their years together. Jacqueline had not always felt supported by her husband. The President, in turn, had been disappointed, on social occasions, to have had to have been obliged to cover up his wife’s apparent  shyness, or “fey reticence” as David Leamer described it, in “The Kennedy Men.”
But Jacqueline had the Sun in glorious Leo and soon carved out a niche for herself, in history, as the woman who had brought style and elegance to the White House. In this way, she earned her husband’s respect and, as time went by, they both understood each other better and learnt to appreciate each other’s gifts. Apparently, they were closer than they had ever been, emotionally, in the year before the visit to Dallas. 
	Following the assassination of the President, Jacqueline went into mourning for a year. Having looked at her astrological chart and those of The Merseybeats, who sang “her” song, I am tempted to wonder...to speculate on 
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what might have happened in 1964, when The Merseybeats visited America, had circumstances been different. Might Jacqueline have met them – those dashing young men from the great port of Liverpool, they who were given to singing romantic ballads so movingly? Jacqueline naturally tended to surround herself with talented artists, writers, poets and musicians of her own generation – she had been born in 1929 – but she was very young at heart and so, who knows?
	Was there actually anything that would have drawn The Merseybeats and Jacqueline to each other? Surely, the answer is obvious! During her years in the White House, Jacqueline had become a fashion icon. Many of us will remember the “Jackie look”, created by Cassini, in collaboration with the First Lady. It was a look that one still associates with items such as long gloves, 3/4 length sleeves, little pill-box hats...Then, there were the impressive gowns, acquired from Givenchy and Dior, and other great fashion houses in Paris. The pink suit worn in Dallas will, forever, be associated with the House of Chanel...So, of course, there would have been a focus for conversation, this being style. Jenny Mussell, administrator of The Merseybeats’ official web site, has pointed out that The Merseybeats were considered, at that time – and surely, still! – to have been the best dressed of the groups. A lady of fashion, like Jacqueline, was sure to have been impressed by The Merseybeats’ interest in historical costume, the early 19th century attire that suited them so well and – oh! – those frilled shirts!!
	One might, also, point to another area of mutual interest, and in this case, one that Jacqueline might have shared with Mr. Tony Crane, specifically. I refer to the preservation and restoration of historically interesting buildings, a passion for both of them. It is not too fanciful, I feel, to imagine that Jacqueline would have enjoyed talking to the young Mr. Crane about her achievements in acquiring good paintings and appropriate furniture for the White House, thus endowing it with real style.
	But, yes. All this is speculation. Is there any real evidence that The Merseybeats and Jacqueline would have got along? Actually, astrologically, there is! The harmonious aspects linking their charts are numerous. I shall mention just a few. Briefly, Jacqueline’s Scorpio Ascendant is in EXACT conjunction with Billy Kinsley’s Venus! Her Sun is in conjunction with Aaron
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Williams’ Mars. Her Jupiter is in conjunction with John Banks’ Mars. Tellingly, her Moon is in conjunction with Mr. Tony Crane’s Sun and Venus and they share an Ascendant sign and a Midheaven sign. Additionally, there are several artistically – or even, mystically – oriented Neptunian connections. What all of this means, in a nutshell, is that the potential for the harmonious exchange of ideas, and for a mutual understanding that required no words, was present. (No words, except, perhaps, for the words of a song.)
	Yes. “I think of you” takes us back to the Kennedy years and to a myth, deliberately created by Jacqueline, when she connected her husband’s presidency with the story of Camelot. She, thus, ensured that her husband would always be associated, in people’s minds, with that magical, mystical place where loyalty, gallantry and personal integrity reigned.
	Sometimes, when I catch a glimpse of The Merseybeats bowing, in a touchingly perfect way, after a performance, in one of the black and white films of their appearances in 1964, which can be seen on You Tube, I am reminded of the young Knights of the Round Table bowing to their liege lord, in Camelot. It was poignant to see Adrian Crane doing the same thing not long ago. Had she been present, that night at The Cavern, Jacqueline would have been enchanted.
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